BACK IN SESSION 2021-2022
Return-To-School Plan Fall 2021

Lordstown Parent and Community Members,
Lordstown Local Schools have experienced first-hand that in-person
instruction is the best approach for students to be educated, have equitable
and effective access to educational opportunities, access to good nutrition,
and engage in activities that promote social and emotional wellness. We
want families to feel comfortable and confident when sending all children
back to in-person learning and we are prepared to keep our schools safe.
Lordstown Local Schools plan to operate with full in-person schooling for
2021-2022. Therefore, the remote learning option will no longer be in
place. We will continue to make excellent use of technology for innovative
learning including providing avenues for personalized learning and
enrichment, supporting learning acceleration, and specialized instruction
and interventions.
We will deploy layers of mitigation strategies as required by the Ohio
Department of Health/CDC as we return this year. Please refer to the
Lordstown Local Schools Safe Return to In-Person and Continuity of
Service plan on the following pages.
Thank you,
Gregory T. Bonamase Superintendent
Lordstown Local Schools

BACK IN SESSION
2021-2022
THE BEGINNING

Draft Return-To-School Plan
Fall 2021

The goal of the Lordstown Local School District is to have our students
on site on a daily basis according to the guidelines established by
state and local health agencies. The district has worked diligently to
develop a return-to-school plan designed to maintain the health,
safety and well-being of our students, staff and the community at
large to the very best of our ability. Because circumstances are subject
to change, please understand that this is a working document and is
subject to change when the need arises. However, it is the plan we
have in place as of August 16, 2021.
More specific and detailed information regarding individual
protocols and schedules for each building will be provided as we get
closer to the start of school.
This plan is multi-layered with variables that may change it from one
portion to another. However, this is the foundation of the plan.

LIVE SCHOOL (Students coming back to the school 5 days a
week)
There are numerous factors that are involved in this plan.
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I. School Times

L

Elementary (K-6)
8:10 a.m. arrival for students K-6
The day for the students K-6 will be 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Bus Riders Dismiss at 3 p.m. (6.5 hours)
Car Riders Dismiss at 2:55 p.m.
High School (7-12)
7:20 a.m. arrival of all students grades 7-12
The day for students will be 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. (7 hours)
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II. Safety Protocols
A. Masks are not required at this time.
Mask will continue to be strongly encouraged for all students and staff
preschool – 12th grade. This is not a requirement, but a scientific best
practice encouraged by our leading health experts.
Masks will be considered an article of clothing and must be consistent
with the school building dress code. Students will be allowed to wear
their own masks. If the student does not have a mask and would like
one, one will be provided to the student.
Properly worn face masks (covering the nose and mouth) will be
expected at the following times:
On the buses (Masking is required federally on all public
transportation including public school.) This is a federal
requirement.
Parents of students with health conditions that prevent them from
wearing a mask on a bus under certain conditions must present a
doctor’s excuse to be exempted from wearing a mask to their child’s
school office.

B. Health Concerns/Illness
The district is asking for parents to send only healthy students to
school each day. If your child is sick, that student should stay home.
Please screen your child at home for:
Temperature, to be taken prior to leaving home, of 100.4 or greater
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Repeated shaking with chills
Sore throat
New loss of taste or smell
Cough
Rash
Nausea
Diarrhea
Muscle pain
Congestion or runny nose
If your student has diagnosed allergies, asthma, or other chronic health
conditions that would exhibit COVID-like symptoms, we encourage
you to discuss this matter with your physician for any needed
recommendations to return and attend school.
At each school, there will be a quarantine room or area. If a student
comes to school ill and/or becomes ill, then he/she will be placed in
the room and parents contacted immediately.
Tracing students will be done by knowing the whereabouts of the
student and his/her interaction with other students during the day. In
accordance with guidelines from the Trumbull County Department of
Health, the district must be able to identify students who may have
been infected by the student with COVID-19. The district will use the
guidelines of 15 minutes of contact in an enclosed environment
without barriers or face masks.

C. School/Building Closure
Decisions on whether part of a school or an entire school building
will need to close will be made in consultation with the Trumbull
County Health Department as part of the contact tracing and case
investigation. These decisions will depend on how the students
were grouped and movements of the ill individual.
According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC),
school may need to close for two to five days, but the case
investigation will ultimately determine the most appropriate
actions.

D. School Day Protocols
Elementary (K-6)
Hand sanitizer and wipes will be in every classroom.
Students will have their temperatures taken at home before arriving
and at school when entering the building (CAN-AM Hands-free
contactless thermal screening system).
All water fountains will be shut down but our bottle filling stations
will be available to students.
Students will be allowed to bring water in their own bottles.
Breakfast will be in every classroom at 8:15 a.m.
Every class will have assigned seating.
All lunches will be in the lunchroom or other location in the
building.
Each classroom will be equipped with laptops.
We will strive to maintain social distancing of 3 feet at all times.
Signage will be prominently displayed in the hallways and
classrooms.

High School (7-12)
Students will have their temperatures taken at home and when
they arrive at school(CAN-AM Hands-free Contactless Thermal
Screening System).
All water fountains will be shut down but our bottle filling station
will be available to our students.
Students will be allowed to bring water in their own bottle.
Breakfast will be in every classroom at 7:30 a.m.
Every class will have assigned seating.
Signage will be prominently displayed in the hallways and
classrooms.
Hand sanitizer and wipes will be in every classroom.
All lunches will be in the lunchroom or other locations.
Each classroom will be equipped with laptops.
We will run a regular class schedule.
Students will be allowed use of their lockers. But locker visits will
be limited.
We will always strive to maintain social distancing of 3 feet at all
times.

E. PPE’s for Both Schools and more Safety Protocols
Each room will have numerous wipes in it to clean when there is
movement.
Each room will have hand sanitizer for students to use before
entering the classroom and leaving.
Every morning temperature will be taken at home before arrival
and when the students and staff enter the building using the
Thermal Screening System. Building Principals can also take
temperatures during the middle of the day if need be.
Each entrance will have hand sanitizer units before entering the
building.
After every class movement, the students will wipe the desk before
class starts.
Teachers will be professionally developed in order to recognize
illness in any of our students.
Every night each desk, door handle and bathroom will be wiped
down/disinfected.
If we have athletic or any other events, the district will disinfect the
area after the event.
Electrostatic disinfectants for intense after-hours cleaning of
hallways and class- rooms will be used in building as needed
(Clorox 360 Machine).
Bathrooms will be cleaned on a regular basis throughout the day.
Buses, rooms and equipment will all be sanitized on a frequent
daily basis. High touched areas will be addressed several times
throughout the day.
Visitors: Unfortunately, visitors to the building will be limited. The
option of having meetings may be on-line or via zoom meeting if
needed.
Additional custodial help will be in place at night to disinfect the
buildings.

F. Food Service
Lunches and lunch times are currently being evaluated to determine
the best solution to reduce mass gatherings. The following options are
being considered:
Students may be eating in large areas such as the gymnasium or
larger classrooms to promote social distancing.
Our food service management company, The Nutrition Group, is
currently working on procedures and protocols within each
cafeteria to plan and execute food service delivery.

G. Bus Protocols
All students must wear face coverings. They will not be allowed to
be on buses without them. The district will have disposable masks
on every bus. (Masking is required federally on all public
transportation including public school.) This is a federal
requirement.
Students will clean hands before entering the bus. All buses are
equipped with hand sanitizers.
Students will have assigned seating from back to front of the bus.
Students may sit two to a seat.
All busses will be cleaned and disinfected after morning and
afternoon runs.
No student will be seated behind the bus driver.
Please refer to the Trumbull County Public Schools Bus
Transportation Guidelines HERE.

H. Student Illness
We understand that symptoms of COVID-19 are also symptoms of
other common illnesses. Students who display symptoms that are
similar to COVID-19, such as fever, must present a doctor’s excuse
before returning to school.
The state has mandated for each school building to have a separate
designated room for students displaying symptoms of COVID-19.
Protocols and procedures will be in place as established by
building administrators. Please have alternative pick-up plans in
place that will allow for immediate pick-up of your child if
necessary.
Upon confirmation of a COVID-19 case in the school population, the
district will follow guidelines and directives of the Trumbull County
Health Department.

I. Social and Emotional Supports
Teachers will give developmentally appropriate lessons to ensure
understanding of COVID-19 safety protocols, relationship building,
managing difficult emotions and school expectations.
Assistance will be provided for students needing additional
support.
If you have any questions about your child’s return, contact your
student’s school counselor.

II. The Role of Families
As we plan for a return to school, students may feel a bit of anxiety or
fear about all of the changes. Teachers and staff will do their best to
make sure that families are aware of the procedures and safety
protocols to help prevent the spread of COVID-19.
Listed below are some resources that may be helpful. Please be on the
lookout for videos and new information as we get closer to the start of
school.
Begin talking with your child now about what some of the changes
might be when they return to school. Here is a resource that can
assist you in recognizing some tips to cope with the pandemic:
Click Here
Be mindful of how you talk about the return to school. The words
you use can either heighten or reduce your child’s stress, fear or
anxiety. Try to stay calm and be positive to help increase their
outlook and offer time for them to talk to you about their concerns
and/or questions.
Talk with your child about the different strategies they can practice
that will help keep them safe. Explain social distancing, the why
behind wearing a mask and hand washing.
Help your child increase their comfort level around wearing a face
covering by having them practice at home. Start out by having
them wear the mask for short periods of time and gradually
increase this.
Help your child get back into a regular school routine by instituting
earlier bedtime and wake time routines at least one week before
school starts.
It would not be unusual for your child to display some out -ofcharacteristic behaviors during this time of transition. Do your best
to approach these behaviors in a supportive, yet consistent manner.

III. Resources from Akron Children’s Hospital
Hand Washing
Social Distancing
How To Make A No-Sew Mask
Face Mask Etiquette
Cross Contamination a nd Gloves

Masks are mandated on school buses. The above video was created to
assist you and your children as you prepare for the 2021-2022 school
year. Remember: EVERYONE riding a Lordstown school bus is required
to wear a mask at all times on the bus. Click on the picture to watch
the video.

LORDSTOWN LOCAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
SAFE RETURN TO SCHOOL
General Information
We welcome everyone back to our outstanding school district.
The first day of school is Tuesday, September 7th for ALL students.
We will continue with many of the mitigating strategies that we
found effective last school year such as hand sanitizers and wipes
in all classrooms, heightened cleaning protocols, and social
distancing. We will encourage hand washing and respiratory
etiquette.
Ensure that the schools air handling system continues to meet
state guidelines with the addition of new, more advanced air filters
to increase the intake of fresh air into the classrooms and better
ventilation and air quality.
The only mandate that remained in place from April is that
students must wear masks on the bus. (State/Federal Mandate)
Students and staff may wear masks at their own discretion while in
our school buildings.
Wearing a mask would eliminate the need to quarantine. Students
could remain in the normal in-classroom setting and participate in
extracurricular activities and sport activities as long as they have no
symptoms.
Physical distancing of 3-feet will be strongly encouraged in
classrooms and in cafeterias.
If students are in close contact (inside 3-feet) and are vaccinated,
students can remain in the normal in-classroom setting and attend
extracurricular and sport activities as long as they have no
symptoms.
We will continue to monitor the guidance from the CDC and the
state health department (Governor Dewine) as new
recommendations and mandates become available.

PLEASE NOTE: ALL PROCEDURES AND
PROTOCOLS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

FAQs
1. Q: How is COVID-19 positive case determined?
A: This requires either a medical diagnosis from a physician or a
positive Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) test. Positive cases
must be reported to your building nurse.
2. Q: Is there a state law that gives health departments legal
authority to quarantine students and staff?
A: Ohio Revised Code 3707.11 gives health departments authority to
quarantine or isolate. COVID-19 is defined as a Class A, reportable
disease for quarantine/isolation.
3. Q: What is the incentive to wear a mask in school?
A: Students who wear a mask to school are less likely to be
quarantined if they come in contact with a COVID-19 positive case
in a classroom setting.
4. Q: Will there be enhanced cleaning in buildings and classrooms?
A: Yes, the district will continue enhanced cleaning and disinfection.
5. Q: Will the district be able to social distance students?
A: The CDC recommends 3 feet of distance between students and the
Lordstown Local Schools believe 3 feet of distance
between students and staff can be achieved most of the time.
There will be times when that space is greater than 3 feet and times
when it is less than 3 feet.
6. Q: When should I keep my child(ren) home from school and when
can my child(ren) return to school?
A: Any child exhibiting symptoms of illness should remain home until
symptom-free for 24 hours.

FAQs

7. Q: What if my child exhibits signs of illness at school?
A: Any child exhibiting signs of illness will be sent to the clinic and a
trusted, approved adult may be required to pick up the child.
8. Q: My vaccinated child was exposed to COVID-19 in school, does
she/he have to quarantine.
A: According to the Ohio Department of Health, fully vaccinated
students do not have to be quarantined as long as they do not
have symptoms.
9. Q: Where can I get more information about the Ohio Department of
Health and Ohio Department of Education COVID-19 Health and
Prevention Guidance for the 2021-2022 school year?
A: That information can be found HERE.
10. Q: What are my learning options for the 2021-2022 school year?
A: The Lordstown Local School District is offering one model of
learning: traditional in-person instruction. This is our best
learning model. It puts our students in a position to have the
greatest opportunity for academic success and narrow the
learning gap created by the COVID-19 pandemic.
11. Q: If my child is absent from school, how do I get make-up work?
A: Your child’s teacher will provide make-up work and explain how
to access it.

FAQs

12. Q: Why aren’t face masks required for unvaccinated students at
Lordstown Local Schools?
A: We follow the Ohio Department of Health’s (Governor DeWine)
recommendations and at this time they are not requiring
masks. Without this mandate, we believe this is a parental
decision.
13. Q: Why are face masks required on school buses?
A: The Ohio Department of Health has ordered face masks to be
worn on public transportation, including school buses, and
regardless of vaccination status.
14. Q: My child cannot wear a face-covering because of a medical
condition. Is there a facial-covering waiver process?
A: Yes. Medical/ADA facial-covering waivers can be obtained by
your family doctor and brought to your student’s building office.
15. Q: Are meals (breakfast/lunch) free during the 2021-2022 school
year?
A: Yes, meals continue to be free for the 2021-2022 school year as
part of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).
16. Q: If meals are free do I need to fill out a free and reduced lunch
application?
A: Yes. If you think you could qualify for free and reduced lunch
status it is IMPORTANT that you still fill out the application to
qualify for additional cost waivers, such as school fees.

#LORDSTOWNSTRONG
LORDSTOWN LOCAL SCHOOLS

